CHAP, x                      SOCL4L   GENESIS                          227

with structural changes in man, and social develop-
ment consists in modifying the environment. But
even here the law of natural evolution may and does
apply. Monopolistic tendencies are apparent in all
social operations. They assume a great variety of
forms. The self-aggrandizement of rulers is one of
those forms. One of the principal mistakes of the
social philosophy under discussion, and one still
largely prevalent, is that of assuming that the desire
to rule differs in some generic way from other
desires, that it is not natural, and does not belong
to the class of natural laws. It certainly admits of
no such distinction, and must be reckoned with along
with other monopolistic tendencies. And it cannot
be doubted that the efforts put forth to satisfy this
desire have resulted in some of the most effective
steps in social evolution. To this influence is largely
due the founding of great nations, and there is prob-
ably no one factor in the progress of society more
potent than the crystallizing and humanizing effect
of bringing great areas and vast populations under a
single set of regulative agencies.

But taking for the moment the standpoint of the
physiocratic school of writers referred to, and sepa-
rating the natural forces of society into the two
classes, which may be called industrial and govern-
mental, let us endeavor to form an idea of what the
result would be if the former alone existed. In the
face of the obvious fact that if the latter class were
at any moment wholly in abeyance it would im-